
Customer Ref: 01314 Response Ref: ANON-KU2U-GPR8-8 Supporting Info

Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 1 A

We want to connect our places, parks and green spaces together as part of a city-wide, regional, and national green network. We want new development to connect to, and 
deliver this network. Do you agree with this? - Select support / don't support

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but care must be taken  a) Enough of it must feel safe for people, especially from vulnerable groups, to use freely.  and b) maintenance must not rely on 
over use of chemicals and fossil fuelled machinery as are many existing ‘green spaces’, Inverleith Park, Meadows, Sighthill Park etc etc. Not to mention the 
many golf courses (SEPA:  8 out of top 10 polluters are Golf Courses)

Choice 1 B

We want to change our policy to require all development (including change of use) to include green and blue infrastructure. Do you agree with this? - Support / Object

Short Response Yes

Explanation But with private developments there must have robust management plans in place that go decades (a century?) into the future to ensure tree plantations are 
professionally thinned, waterways are cleared etc.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 1 C

We want to identify areas that can be used for future water management to enable adaptation to climate change. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Although Scotland has largely been spared so far,  England has demonstrated the huge cost of neglecting this.  No amount spent on ‘flood defence’ will make 
up for poor planning and water management.

Choice 1 D

We want to clearly set out under what circumstances the development of poor quality or underused open space will be considered acceptable. Do you agree with this?  - 
Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation There exists a huge amount of ‘open space’ within Edinburgh, and the Lothians that amounts to little more than derelict industrial waste land, or un-farmable 
parcels of agricultural land not utilisable as ‘green space’. A lot of these areas don’t feature in your plan, indeed a lot of it belongs to Network Rail and you 
urgently need to get Holyrood to act on that.

Choice 1 E

We want to introduce a new ‘extra-large green space standard’ which recognises that as we grow communities will need access to green spaces more than 5 hectares. Do 
you agree with this?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation But green spaces don’t need to be 'extra large'  your examples; Leith Links and Victoria Park are mostly huge deserts of unsustainably mowed grass.  Small 
more interesting, better maintained spaces and more of them is what we need.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 1 F

We want to identify specific sites for new allotments and food growing, both as part of new development sites and within open space in the urban area. Do you agree with 
this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Allotments need to be located near the people who want to use them, so even very small parcels of land, or small corners of other green spaces should be 
utilised

Choice 1 F

We want to identify specific sites for new allotments and food growing, both as part of new development sites and within open space in the urban area. Do you agree with 
this? - Upload (max size 3mb)

Short Response No

Explanation

Choice 1 G

We want to identify space for additional cemetery provision, including the potential for green and woodland burials. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation In the past cemeteries were often unkempt havens of nature, and people used to go and picnic and play amongst the stones, now so most are gated, over-
manicured and sterile wastes of space. So any new cemeteries should aim to more ‘wild’
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 1 H

We want to revise our existing policies and green space designations to ensure that new green spaces have long term maintenance and management arrangements in place. 
Do you agree with this? - Yes/No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Too many over zealous mass tree plantings,  after a couple decades only develop into a messy scrub that can only be 'tidied up' by clear felling and starting 
again.   Plantations need professionally thinning at intervals if they are to develop into a fine avenue or forest.  The same applies to shrubs and evergreen 
plantings. PS. The Council is guilty of this too.

Choice 2 A

We want all development (including change of use), through design and access statements, to demonstrate how their design will incorporate measures to tackle and adapt 
to climate change, their future adaptability and measures to address accessibility for people with varying needs, age and mobility issues as a key part of their layouts. - Yes / 
No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Developers want to build low density detached housing in the ‘countryside’ with gardens and driveways, because that is the dream that they can sell. (and 
because virgin farmland is cheaper) As a result the City is surrounded by the ever expanding reality of soulless suburbia without adequate infrastructure or 
amenities and totally and utterly dependent on private car use.    The reality is that mostly people actually prefer to live in a ‘proper’ town, within walking 
distance of shops and public amenities, it is just that the City has been allowed to become run down, noisy and polluted.   ‘Town’ is what we should force 
developers to build.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 2 B

We want to revise our policies on density to ensure that we make best use of the limited space in our city and that sites are not under-developed. Do you agree with this? - 
Yes / No

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation Under developed would be better than over developed, but care should be taken when considering proposed changes in land use.

Choice 2 C

We want to revise our design and layout policies to achieve ensure their layouts deliver active travel and connectivity links. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but do understand that a large and ever increasing sector of the population has no use for  ‘active travel’ because they are too old or infirm, so ‘inactive 
travel’ must be included also

Choice 2 D

We want all development, including student housing, to deliver quality open space and public realm, useable for a range of activities, including drying space, without losing 
densities. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes but open space must also be generally public space, and with as few exceptions as possible be available 24/7 for all to exercise their rights and freedoms 
(yes, including rough sleeping etc)
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 3 A

We want all buildings and conversions to meet the zero carbon / platinum standards as set out in the current Scottish Building Regulations. Instead we could require new 
development to meet the bronze, silver or gold standard. Which standard should new development in Edinburgh meet? - Which standard?

Short Response Platinum (zero car

Explanation No excuses here, all new developments must henceforth be of the highest achievable environmental standards.  It is a national shame that for years the 
Government has allowed the construction industry to build substandard buildings in the cause of greater profits.  With the result that even relatively recent 
developments now need to be razed.

Choice 4 A

We want to work with local communities to prepare Place Briefs for areas and sites within City Plan 2030 highlighting the key elements of design, layout, and transport, 
education and healthcare infrastructure development should deliver. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Fine words indeed.  It is not difficult to hear what communities want, but to listen, and to balance that with what developers and vested interests want 
should be the aim. In this nowhere are the problems greater than with tourism and the Festivals.   - and just how many community representatives are there 
on ETAG ?
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 4 B

We want to support Local Place Plans being prepared by our communities. City Plan 2030 will set out how Local Place Plans can help us achieve great places and support 
community ambitions. - How should the Council work with local communities to prepare Local Place Plans?

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation The Community Councils are a good existing starting point, but to be effective somehow a far greater level of public engagement with CCs needs to be 
achieved. Indeed many areas dont even have a CC

Choice 5 A

We want City Plan 2030 to direct development to where there is existing infrastructure capacity, including education, healthcare and sustainable transport, or where 
potential new infrastructure will be accommodated and deliverable within the plan period. Do you agree with this?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but this is not what has been happening, developments have been consented and built with little regard to facilities, or lack of them. This is acute in 
areas surrounding the City, in the Lothians.  e.g.  with ‘Shawfare’  there is no road to the station, only a very sparse bus service (Prentice 111) which only 
goes as far as the ERI, no Fibre, and they have to cross Sherifhall to get to school

Choice 5 B

We want City Plan 2030 to set out where new community facilities are needed, and that these must be well connected to active travel routes and in locations with high 
accessibility to good sustainable public transport services. Do you agree with this? - Yes / NO

Short Response Yes

Explanation Dont allow any development to take place before the infrastructure is in place, or at at least in work.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 5 C

We want to reflect the desire to co-locate our community services close to the communities they serve, supporting a high walk-in population and reducing the need to 
travel. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation Centralisation of services has been a disaster,  eg. due to running down Edenhall Hospital the infirm of Musselburgh have to undertake a 90 minute bus trip, 
or take a car, right across the City to the Western.  A disaster in retailing too;  from the New Town it is a 7 mile car trip to Loanhead to buy a ‘Billy’ bookcase.

Choice 5 D1

We want to set out in the plan where development will be expected to contribute toward new or expanded community infrastructure. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Totally, and the infrastructure must be provided ahead of the development.

Choice 5 D2

We want to use cumulative contribution zones to determine infrastructure actions, costs and delivery mechanisms. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes of course, but I doubt many people are able to unravel the question, can we have English please.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 5 E

We want to stop using supplementary guidance and set out guidance for developer contributions within the plan, Action Programme and in non-statutory guidance.  Do 
you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, the current system is far too complicated, difficult to follow, and full of loopholes.

Choice 6 A

We want to create a new policy that assesses development against its ability to meet our targets for public transport usage and walking and cycling. These targets will vary 
according to the current or planned public transport services and high-quality active travel routes. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes of course , but 'planned' is not good enough, it has to be in work.

Choice 6 B

We want to use Place Briefs to set the targets for trips by walking, cycling and public transport based on current and planned transit interventions. This will determine 
appropriate parking levels to support high use of public transport.  Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation This is shambolic at the moment,  around the periphery with exception of Sherifhall, every single Park and Ride is massively oversubscribed, and commuter 
train station parking is even worse, resulting in people parking in nearby housing estates, and worst of all having to drive on further into the City to find 
places to abandon their cars.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 7 A

We want to determine parking levels in development based on targets for trips by walking, cycling and public transport.  These targets could be set by area, development 
type, or both and will be supported by other measures to control on-street parking. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation Yes but if you actually look, you will see that there are surprisingly few private cars come in town, a huge part of the perceived problem is in fact trade 
vehicles.  You need to concentrate on controlling the number and size of these vehicles as well as how, where and why they park.

Choice 7 B

We want to protect against the development of additional car parking in the city centre to support the delivery of the Council’s city centre transformation programme. Do 
you agree with this? - Yes  / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Private parking for the elite is a major contributor to rush hour congestion.

Choice 7 C

We want to update our parking policies to control demand and to support parking for bikes, those with disabilities and electric vehicles via charging infrastructure. Do you 
agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but more carrot and less stick might help more people use bikes and electric cars
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 7 D

We want to support the city’s park and ride infrastructure by safeguarding sites for new park and ride and extensions, including any other sites that are identified in the City 
Mobility Plan or its action plan. Do you agree with this? - We want to support the city’s park and ride infrastructure by safeguarding sites for new park and ride and 
extensions, including any other sites that are identified in the City Mobility Plan or its action plan.

Short Response Yes

Explanation This is shambolic at the moment,  around the periphery with exception of Sherifhall, every single Park and Ride is massively oversubscribed, and commuter 
train station parking is even worse, resulting in people parking in nearby housing estates, and worst of all having to drive on further into the City to find 
places to abandon their cars.

Choice 8 A

We want to update our policy on the Cycle and Footpath Network to provide criteria for identifying new routes. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but you also need to repair and improve what already exists. Too many footpaths and cycle paths are broken and unappealing to use.

Choice 8 B

As part of the City Centre Transformation and other Council and partner projects to improve strategic walking and cycling links around the city, we want to add the 
following routes (along with our existing safeguards) to our network as active travel proposals to ensure that they are delivered. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 8 C

We want City Plan 2030 to safeguard and add any other strategic active travel links within any of the proposed options for allocated sites. We also want the City Plan 2030 
to include any new strategic active travel links which may be identified in the forthcoming City Plan 2030 Transport Appraisal, the City Mobility Plan, or which are identified 
through this consultation. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 8 C

We want City Plan 2030 to safeguard and add any other strategic active travel links within any of the proposed options for allocated sites. We also want the City Plan 2030 
to include any new strategic active travel links which may be identified in the forthcoming City Plan 2030 Transport Appraisal, the City Mobility Plan, or which are identified 
through this consultation. Do you agree with this? - Upload new cycle routes

Short Response No

Explanation

Choice 9 A

We want to consult on designating Edinburgh, or parts of Edinburgh, as a ‘Short Term Let Control Area’ where planning permission will always be required for the change of 
use of whole properties for short-term lets. Do you agree with this approach?   - Yes / No

Short Response No

Explanation The ‘Short Term Let Control Area’  should be everywhere.  Although the problem is less concentrated in say  Joppa than it is in Stockbridge, the problems 
caused by whole property short term lets is every bit as acute wherever it is
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 9 B

We want to create a new policy on the loss of homes to alternative uses. This new policy will be used when planning permission is required for a change of use of residential 
flats and houses to short-stay commercial visitor accommodation or other uses. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Planning permission should always be required, anywhere.

Choice 10 A

We want to revise our policy on purpose-built student housing. We want to ensure that student housing is delivered at the right scale and in the right locations, helps create 
sustainable communities and looks after student’s wellbeing. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, and remember that in this City, student housing is generally also a Trojan horse for short term holiday accommodation.  Care should be taken to identify 
developments where this might cause a problem.

Choice 10 B

We want to create a new policy framework which sets out a requirement for housing on all sites over a certain size coming forward for development. Do you agree with 
this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 10 C

We want to create a new policy promoting the better use of stand-alone out of centre retail units and commercial centres, where their redevelopment for mixed use 
including housing would be supported. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 11 A

We want to amend our policy to increase the provision of affordable housing requirement from 25% to 35%. Do you agree with this approach?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, and they must actually be built as part of the development on the site. Offsetting the quota to some distant ghetto is not acceptable, and even less 
acceptable is the habit of paying off the Council with money ‘for other uses’

Choice 11 B

We want City Plan 2030 to require a mix of housing types and tenures – we want the plan to be prescriptive on the required mix, including the percentage requirement for 
family housing and support for the Private Rented Sector. Do you agree with this?   - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes,  new builds are almost all too small especially for families.   No. The private rented sector does not need encouraged,  it is not good value for 
society. You do need more support Housing Associations though
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 A

Which option do you support? - Option 1/2/3

Short Response Option 1 (Council/

Explanation There is far too much ‘brownfield’ and otherwise derelict land still in and around the City.  Much of it in control of Network Rail and other obstinate owners.  
This all needs built on and improved before we consider wasting ever more greenfield and especially agricultural land

Choice 12 B1

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Support - Calderwood

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 12 B2

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Support - Kirkliston

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation
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Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 B3

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Support - West Edinburgh

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 12 B4

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Support - East of Riccarton

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 12 B5

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Support - South East Edinburgh

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation
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On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 B6

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Object - Calderwood

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 12 B7

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Object - Kirkliston

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 12 B8

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Object - West Edinburgh

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 B9

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Object - East of Riccarton

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 12 B10

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Support Greenfield - Object - South East Edinburgh

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 12 BX

Do you support or object to any of the proposed greenfield areas? (Please tick all that apply) - Explain why

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation No it would be very short-sighted to use up what may very well in this changing world become a resource more valuable than cheap places to build.
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On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 C

Do you have a greenfield site you wish us to consider in the proposed Plan? - Greenfield file upload

Short Response No

Explanation

Choice 12 C

Do you have a greenfield site you wish us to consider in the proposed Plan? - Greenfield file upload

Short Response No

Explanation

Choice 12 C

Do you have a greenfield site you wish us to consider in the proposed Plan? - Greenfield file upload

Short Response No

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 12 D

Do you have a brownfield site you wish us to consider in the proposed Plan? - Brownfield sites upload

Short Response No

Explanation

Choice 13 A

We want to create a new policy that provides support for social enterprises, start-ups, culture and tourism, innovation and learning, and the low carbon sector, where there 
is a contribution to good growth for Edinburgh. Do you agree with this?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Yes, but be aware that the tourism sector, especially now, may well be less sustainable in the near future. Better to concentrate on things that with more 
lasting benefit

Choice 14 A

We want City Plan 2030 to support the best use of existing public transport infrastructure in West Edinburgh and accommodate the development of a mix of uses to support 
inclusive, sustainable growth.   We will do this through ‘an area of search’ which allows a wide consideration of future uses within West Edinburgh without being tied to 
individual sites. Do you support this approach? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation By any standards transport to and from the airport is pathetic.   But be aware that budget air travel is likely to be severely reduced in the future, Covid aside, 
it was already in trouble economically and environmentally.
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On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 14 B

We want to remove the safeguard in the existing plan for the Royal Highland Showground site to the south of the A8 at Norton Park and allocate the site for other uses. Do 
you agree with this approach? - Yes / No

Short Response No

Explanation The RHS  is a valuable asset and should remain protected.

Choice 14 C

We want City Plan 2030 to allocate the Airport’s contingency runway, the “crosswinds runway” for the development of alternative uses next to the Edinburgh Gateway 
interchange. Do you agree with this approach? - Yes / No

Short Response No

Explanation Air transport, passenger as well as freight will for certain in any imaginable future become less acceptable for obvious environmental reasons.  So we should 
do nothing to further facilitate it, starting now.
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Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 15 A

We want to continue to use the national ‘town centre first’ approach. City Plan 2030 will protect and enhance the city centre as the regional core of south east Scotland 
providing shopping, commercial leisure, and entertainment and tourism activities. Do you agree with this? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Again, fine words, but the current situation is very bleak.   Covid 19 has certainly sounded a death knell for already bust City Centre retail,  and the Council’s 
poor control of ‘over-tourism’ has rendered the City Centre practically devoid of residents, and of interesting or useful shops and other things of use to 
people, local or from the wider area. (why would anybody from say Haddington want to visit Edinburgh, there is little there for them now)  And now, post 
Corvid19 there will surely be a severe curtailment of mass tourism for economic as well as environmental reasons.

Choice 15 B

New shopping and leisure development will only be allowed within our town and local centres (including any new local centres) justified by the Commercial Needs study. 
Outwith local centres, small scale proposals will be permitted only in areas where there is evidence of a lack of food shopping within walking distance. Do you agree? - Yes / 
No

Short Response No

Explanation There should be a presumption in favour of any  food and other necessary  retail anywhere,  it is very important to promote shop local wherever possible
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 15 C

We want to review our existing town and local centres including the potential for new identified centres and boundary changes where they support walking and cycling 
access to local services in outer areas, consistent with the outcomes of the City Mobility Plan. Do you agree?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation it is very important to promote shop local wherever possible

Choice 15 D

We want to continue to prepare and update supplementary guidance for our town centres to adapt to changing retail patterns and trends, and ensure an appropriate 
balance of uses within our centres to maintain their vitality, viability and deliver good placemaking. Instead we could stop using supplementary guidance for town centres 
and set out guidance within the plan. Which approach do you support?  - Yes / No

Short Response Retail guidance in 

Explanation Supplementary guidance is too complicated and tends to allow loopholes

Choice 15 E

We want to support new hotel provision in local, town, commercial centres and other locations with good public transport access throughout Edinburgh. Do you agree with 
this approach? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation It is VERY IMPORTANT not to permit any more hotels anywhere near the centre. instead to revitalise peripheral areas.
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Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 15 G

We could also seek to reduce the quantity of retail floorspace within centres in favour of alternative uses such as increased leisure provision and permit commercial centres 
to accommodate any growing demand. Do you agree with this approach? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation The irreversible trend is  ‘big’ retail being killed off by the internet, and for smaller specialised retail to adapt and develop. Similarly with hospitality, big 
chains are struggling.  All this was happening before Covid19 which has rapidly accelerated the change.  The difficulty will be to reconcile the promotion of 
smaller enterprises within overpriced central commercial environments.

Choice 16 A1

We want to continue to support office use at strategic office locations at Edinburgh Park/South Gyle, the International Business Gateway, Leith, the city centre, and in town 
and local centres. Do you agree?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation Again, even before Covid19, there was a trend towards home working, held up only by the pathetic  broadband provision.   A lot of business will find that they 
just dont need office space any longer.  There is however a chronic shortage of small business space, both offices and workshops.

Choice 16 A2

We want to support office development at commercial centres as these also provide accessible locations.  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation What better way to utilise abandoned megastores in retail parks.
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Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 A3

We want to strengthen the requirement within the city centre to provide significant office floorspace within major mixed-use developments. Do you agree? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation For the vitality of the City,  employment should be encouraged to return to the City Centre.   It has been the replacement of offices by hotel development that 
has been a major factor in the decline of viable retail outlets. (I can tell you this personally as a retailer myself.  e.g.  in the Grassmarket, when Uberior House, 
Mountbatten building, Argyle House and India Buildings  closed as offices, and the Apex hotel opened, virtually all the nice shops disappeared and were 
replaced by second rate restaurants)

Choice 16 A4

We want to amend the boundary of the Leith strategic office location to remove areas with residential development consent. Do you agree? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation We need more housing, we will need less offices.

Choice 16 A5

We want to continue to support office development in other accessible locations elsewhere in the urban area. Do you agree?  - Yes / No

Short Response No

Explanation We need more housing, we will need less offices.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 A5

We want to continue to support office development in other accessible locations elsewhere in the urban area. Do you agree?  - Do you have an office site you wish us to 
consider in the proposed Plan?

Short Response

Explanation

Choice 16 B

We want to identify sites and locations within Edinburgh with potential for office development. Do you agree with this? - Yes/No

Short Response Yes

Explanation But, We need more housing, we will need less offices.
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 C

We want to introduce a loss of office policy to retain accessible office accommodation. This would not permit the redevelopment of office buildings other than for office 
use, unless existing office space is provided as part of denser development.  This would apply across the city to recognise that office locations outwith the city centre and 
strategic office locations are important in meeting the needs of the mid-market. Or we could Introduce a ‘loss of office’ policy only in the city centre. - Yes / No

Short Response I support a loss of 

Explanation As before;  For the vitality of the City,  employment should be encouraged to return to the City Centre.   It has been the replacement of offices by hotel 
development that has been a major factor in the decline of viable retail outlets. (I can tell you this personally as a retailer myself.  e.g.  in the Grassmarket, 
when Uberior House, Mountbatten building, Argyle House and India Buildings  closed as offices, and the Apex hotel opened, virtually all the nice shops 
disappeared and were replaced by second rate restaurants)

Choice 16 E1

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - 
Support - Leith Strategic Business Centre

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 E2

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - 
Support - Newbridge

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 16 E3

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - 
Support - Newcraighall Industrial Estate.

Short Response Yes

Explanation

Choice 16 E4

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - 
Support - The Crosswinds Runway

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 E5

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - Do not 
support - Leith Strategic Business Centre

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 16 E6

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - Do not 
support - Newbridge

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 16 E7

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - Do not 
support - Newcraighall Industrial Estate.

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 E8

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Yes / No - Do not 
support - The Crosswinds Runway

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 16 EX

We want to identify proposals for new modern business and industrial sites to provide necessary floorspace at the following locations. Do you agree?   - Explain why

Short Response Not Answered

Explanation

Choice 16 F

We want to ensure new business space is provided as part of the redevelopment of urban sites and considered in Place Briefs for greenfield sites.  We want to set out the 
amount expected to be re-provided, clearer criteria on what constitutes flexible business space, and how to deliver it, including the location on-site, and considering 
adjacent uses, servicing and visibility. Do you agree?   - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation
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Name Old Town Community Council,  Bill Cowan Email planning@edinburgholdtowncc.org.uk

Response Type Community Council

On behalf of: Old Town Community Council

Choice 16 G

We want to continue to protect industrial estates that are designated under our current policy on Employment Sites and Premises (Emp 8). Do you agree?  - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation But a lot of them are vacant, because they are too expensive for small or new ventures

Choice 16 H

We want to introduce a policy that provides criteria for locations that we would support city-wide and neighbourhood goods distribution hubs. Do you agree? - Yes / No

Short Response Yes

Explanation This is CRITICAL.  The City, especially the Centre and most especially the Old Town is severely negatively impacted by ridiculously oversize and innapropriate 
delivery and other service vehicles. The answer is to force the use of peripheral distribution hubs, where goods can be unloaded from the big vehicles, held 
and grouped together for targeted delivery by smaller ELECTRIC vehicles.  (long ago Jenners, and up to recently John Lewis used this method, with depots at 
Balgreen, and Bonnington.)


